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International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/000628 



Ilox No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

| ] table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

| | in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| | contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bl&l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 



1-15 



Claims 16-18 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



Claims 1-18 



Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1 ~ 1 8 



Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 



Reference is made to the following documents 



Dl 
D2 
D3 
D4 
D5 
D6 
D7 



FR-A-2 831 023 

W093/17561 

GB 880 182 A 

DE 196 24 229 A 

US 2004/022917 Al 

XP002304447 

XP002304446 



1 The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 16-18 does not meet the requirement of 
novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2) . 



- Dl describes (page 2, line 20 - page 5, line 7; page 
16, lines 9-32; page 19, lines 1-2; and claims 1, 5, 6, 
11) a vacuum kneading process with the introduction of an 
oxygen-containing gas, and also a device for implementing 
this process, comprising a chamber-shaped enclosure 
designed to contain the dough, a removable cover 
hermetically sealing said chamber, and kneading means 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 


comprising a rotor. The device is characterized in that 


it includes gas supply means running into 


the enclosure. 


The subject matter of claims 16 and 


17 is therefore 


not novel. 




D2 describes (page 5, lines 1-20, example 1 and 


claims 1, 3-5) a method and an apparatus 


for mixing and 


kneading dough with the introduction of air or oxygen- 


containing gas. 




The subject matter of claims 16 and 


17 is therefore 


not novel. 




- • D3 describes a method and an apparatus for the 


continuous mixing of dough with the introduction of 


oxygen or air containing oxygen . 




The subject matter of claims 16 and 


18 is therefore 


not novel. 




D4 describes (column 1, line 54 - column 2, line 14, 


claim 1, figure 1) a device for delivering oxygen- 


enriched water into a kneader . 




The subject matter of claim 16 is therefore not 


novel . 




2 The present application fails to comply with the 


requirements of PCT Article 33(3) since the subject 


matter of claims 1, 6, 7, 12, 14, 15 does 


not involve an 


inventive step. 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Dl describes (page 2, line 20 - page 5, line 7; page 
16, lines .9-32; page 19, lines 1-2; page 20, lines 22-28 
and claims 1, 5, 6, 11) a vacuum kneading process with 
the introduction of an oxygen-containing gas, and also a 
device for implementing this process, comprising a 
chamber-shaped enclosure intended to contain the dough, a 
removable lid for hermetically sealing said chamber, and 
kneading means comprising a rotor. 

The device is characterized in that it includes gas 
supply means running into the enclosure. 



The subject matter of claims 1, 6, 7, 12, 15 differs from 
Dl in that the oxygen-containing gas is indicated as 
being ozone . 



This feature has however already been used for the same 
purpose in similar processes, see D5, D6, D7 . 
It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art to 
apply this feature with corresponding effect to the 
process according to document Dl, thereby arriving at a 
process according to claims 1, 6, 1, 12, 15. 

D5 describes (paragraph 14, claims 1, 8, 17, 18) a 
method of preparing dough with the introduction during 
the mixing and kneading of an oxygen-rich liquid, for 
example by mixing with ozone. 



D6 describes the preparation of a dough for noodles, 
which includes a step of mixing and kneading wheat flour, 
whey minerals and ozonated water. 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



D7 describes the production of bread by kneading a 
dough composed of flour, ozone-treated water, salt and 
yeast, with fermentation of. this dough and then baking. 

Consequently, the subject matter of claims 1, 6, 7, 12, 
14, 15 does not involve an inventive step. 



3 Dependent claims 2-5, 8-11, 13 do not contain any 
features which, in combination with the features of any 
one of the claims to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step, the 
reasons being as follows: 

In claims 3-5, 8-10, 13, slight constructional 
changes in the process of claim 1 are defined which come 
within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages 
thus achieved can readily be foreseen. 



The features of dependent claims 2 and 11 have 
already been used for the same purpose in a similar 
process, see D5 . 

It would be obvious to the person skilled in the art to 
apply these features with corresponding effect to the 
process according to document Dl, thereby arriving at a 
process according to claims 2 and 11. 

D5 describes a method of preparing dough with 
introduction during the mixing and kneading of an oxygen 
rich liquid, for example by mixing with ozone. 



Consequently, the subject matter of claims 2-5, 8-11, 13 
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does not involve an inventive step. 



Form PCT/1S A/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



